
David Harper — who played for
the Dallas Cowboys and in the
Canadian Football League. 

The All-Century Team includes
85 players.

The list of voters appears on
B1 with player profiles.

Casanova would’ve moved his
players around to get the best
out of them. So did The Times-
Standard:

Because the passing game has
changed, the tight ends and
wide receivers were merged on
the final list. 

Some of the nominees were
moved to other positions from
the nominees list.

Finally, Arcata and HSU star
Hank Fischer earned a spot on
the final list as a write-in candi-
date.

Quarterback
Rich Mayo, Eureka High/Air

Force Academy: Mayo was a
student-athlete in the truest
sense, going from Eureka to Air
Force and, eventually, into the
NCAA Academic Hall of
Fame. He started for an
undefeated Eureka team
in 1954. Mayo went to
the Air Force Academy
and started at quarter-
back for three years,
leading the Falcons to
a victory in the Cotton
Bowl on New Year’s Day,
1960. Mayo was a
unanimous selection.

Running back
Rob Harrison,

Eureka
High/Sacramento
State/NFL:
Harrison was a 6-
foot-2, 175-pound
sensation in high
school. He rushed
for 1,785 yards and 24 touch-
downs as a senior in 1980.

“Harrison was like a man
among boys,” wrote former
Fortuna High and HSU All-
Century nominee Mike Rigby.

He went on to college stardom
and to the NFL Raiders.

Don Durden, Eureka
High/Oregon State: He ranks
as one of the best overall talents
here. Durden was brilliant for
Eureka High’s 1935 “Wonder
Team,” as a sophomore. He
eventually led Oregon State to
the 1942 Rose Bowl where he
scored a 15-yard touchdown in
a 20-16 win over Duke.

Receivers
Dave Mogni,

Ferndale/CR/Cal: Harrison and
Mogni were, arguably, among
the greatest all-around athletes
of the century.

Mogni, a unanimous pick,
caught passes for well over
1,000 yards at Ferndale. He
went on to spark two CR cham-
pionship squads with tremen-
dous size and speed, then start-
ed at Cal in 1979.

Don DeSomery, South
Fork/Stanford: This 6-foot-4,
215-pounder was  All-Northern
California in 1962, after being

an All-Northern Section choice
in 1961. DeSomery went on to
Stanford on scholarship before a
bout with cancer. He played one
season at Santa Rosa Junior
College.

Offensive line
Chris Butterfield, Arcata

High/HSU/Arena League:
There was nothing soft about
“Butter.”  At 6 feet, 200-plus
pounds coming out of Arcata
High, he was one of the hardest
workers in the history of area
football. He became a giant of a
man at center for Humboldt
State, spending countless hours
on strength and conditioning to
get up to near 280 pounds of
muscle.

This unanimous choice is an
Arena League star.

Defensive line
Greg Sarvinski, Fortuna

High/CR/HSU: This 5-foot-7
former nose tackle was the kind
of overachiever who could come
only from an area built around
the rugged logging and fishing

industries in the
1970s.

Sarvinski played
on champi-
onship teams at
Fortuna against
linemen twice
his size. Then he
played against
even bigger men

for title teams at
CR in 1975-76 —
again dominating at
barely over 200
pounds. He earned
all-conference honors
throughout and went
to HSU where, once
again, he was play-

ing against even
bigger men. All-
Century voters

remembered him for it as a
unanimous selection.

Linebacker Rob Nairne,
Ferndale/Oregon State/NFL:
After Nairne starred at Oregon
State, he went on to a long pro
career with the Denver Broncos
and the New Orleans Saints
enjoying the most pro success of
any area player and is a unani-
mous All-Century choice.

David Harper,
Eureka/CR/HSU/NFL: Another
unanimous choice for the All-
Century Team, Harper was
drafted by the Dallas Cowboys
out of HSU in 1990, after an
appearance in the East-West
Shrine All-Star Game. 

Defensive backs
Gary Thompson,

Eureka/CR/San Jose
State/NFL: Starred at CR and
San Jose State, then became
this area’s greatest defensive
back of the modern era in many
NFL seasons with the Buffalo
Bills.

“Thompson is the one guy who
would definitely be on an All-
Century team at this position,”
said former CR head coach Bob
Seaman.
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QuarQuarterbacksterbacks
Rich Mayo Eureka/Air Force Academy Fred  Whitmire Eureka/HSU ‘61
Brad Spinas  Eureka ‘70/CR/HSU Jim Costello St.Bernard/HSU ‘68
Jacob Kadle Arcata ‘’95/CR Dave Titus Ferndale ‘71/CR
Blaine Lopez Del Norte ‘85/CR     Buck Pierce Del Norte ‘00/N.Mex.St.

Running BacksRunning Backs
Rob Harrison Eureka ‘80/Sac St. /NFL Jim Godsey McKinleyville  ‘71CR/HSU
Jim Kehl Eureka ‘68/Stanford Bill Sullivan Del  Norte ‘58/Oregon St
Don Durdan Eureka/Oregon St.‘42 Steve Cobine Eureka ‘70/CR/Sac St.
Cecil Stephens Fortuna/ ‘57HSU John Burman Eureka/HSU ‘68
George Carley Eureka/USF ‘54 Willie Beebe St.Bernard ‘77/Colorado
Ron Maher South Fork/HSU Frank Massaro Eureka/St.Mary’s ‘43
Len Longholm Eureka ‘37/HSU Ramey Dickinson Arcata  ‘91

ReceiversReceivers

Dave Mogni Ferndale/CR/Cal Don DeSomery SouthFork ‘62/Stanford
Mike Bettiga Fortuna/CR ‘71/HSU/NFL Drew Roberts Del Norte/HSU ‘61
Bart Goodell Fortuna ‘85/CR Rich Spinas Eureka ‘72/CR/HSU
Ra. Matyshock Ferndale/Idaho/HSU ‘96 Ken Parker Fortuna’79/CR/HSU
Eric Harrington McKinleyville ‘91/CR/Sac St. Lou Rovai Fortuna ‘74/CR/HSU
Jerry Winters Eureka/Stanford Carl Del Grande St.BernardB/HSU ‘64

OfOffensive Linemenfensive Linemen
Chris Butterfield Arcata/HSU ‘97 Mike Cox Arcata/CR/HSU
Max Hooper Eureka/San Jose St.‘88/NFL Mike Mari Jr.St.Bernard/HSU ‘98
Owen Hooven, Arcata/Ore.St/NFL Tony Adan Eureka/CR/N.Mex.State
Hank Fischer Arcata/HSU ‘68 Errol Scott Eureka/Stanford
Frank Vulich Eureka/HSU ‘68 Kelly Williams Eureka  ‘70 /CR           
Matt Kelly Del Norte/HSU ‘62 Larry Barsanti Fortuna ‘63/CR             
Mike McKelvey McK inleyville‘77/Ore.St. Warren Simas Arcata/Ore.St.

Defensive LinemenDefensive Linemen

Greg Sarvinski Fortuna ‘74/CR/HSU Andy Westfall, Eureka/Cal
Bob Pollard Eureka ‘35/Ore.St. Tino Romero Eureka/CR/Wash.State 
John Cantlon St.Bernard/Cal Chuck Giannini Arcata/HSU ‘68
Don Boyd Fortuna ‘79/Oregon/CR Dave Albee South Fork ‘65/HSU
Bob Seaman Arcata/HSU ‘68              Cap Powers A rcata ‘67/CR/HSU
Tom Miles St.Bernard/St.Mary’s ‘70

LinebackersLinebackers
Rob Nairne Ferndale ‘72/Ore. St./NFL David Harper Eureka/HSU ‘90/NFL
Tony Kehl St.Bernard/HSU ‘66 Jim Coppini  Ferndale/CR ‘71/HSU 
Bob Figas Eureka ‘72/CR/HSU            Curt McBride McKinleyville/HSU ‘72
Bill Prentice Eureka/Santa Clara ‘50 Jimmy Walker Ferndale/HSU ‘61
Eric Woolsey Arcata ‘74/HSU            Dave Swanson Arcata/CR ‘71
Kenny Richards McKinleyville ‘72/CR/HSU

Defensive BacksDefensive Backs

Gary  Thompson  Eureka ‘82/CR/NFL Jack Walsh St.Bernard ‘75/CR/HSU
Bob Bugbee Ferndale ‘40/Santa Clara Dave Minor Arcata ‘61/HSU
Joe Beeson Sr.Hoopa ‘54/HSU Alan Battle Eureka ‘68/HSU
Larry Hensley Eureka /CR ‘71/HSU Ron Spini Ferndale ‘85/Chico St.
Cardedrick  Foreman Eureka ‘98Weber St. Ted Snapp Arcata ‘61/HSU
Fred Weller Hoopa ‘85/CR/N.Mex.St. Kurt Adams Fortuna/CR ‘76
Tom Waters St.Bernard/HSU ‘62   

KickersKickers
Placekicker: Kevin Watts McK/CR ‘71/Portland St. Punter: Tim Abena S.Fork/Stanford ‘62

CoachesCoaches
Head Coach: Len Casanova, Ferndale, University of Oregon, Santa Clara, Pittsburgh
Assistants: Jay Willard, Eureka High 1927-54; Phil Sarboe, Humboldt State University;
Carl Carlston, Ferndale High; Jim McAuley, Colllege of the Redwoods.

Drew
Roberts


